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Turn #1: This is a broad right turn, taken in 3rd gear at the end of the main straight. At the end of the straight I was regularly seeing 120 mph, and I’m a little slow. But I never had a problem finding the braking zone, it was smooth and easy. The Lotus is so light, the braking is so good, that I feel liek I always brake too early. I could see the apex cone and the track out cone well and could probably have used more speed here. I have a theory that on the right day, in the right car with the right driver, you could stay flat out from this apex all the way around to turn 4. If that is true, then this is an important turn since it establishes your speed for the entire back straight. There is runoff room on the outside but I never saw anyone blow it, although some gravel was on the surface from the pit out on the inside of the turn. This is followed by a short straight to turn #2. One stays well to the left from track out, all the way to the turn #2 turn in point.

Turn #2: This has to be the most interesting turn on the course. The apex of this right hander is at the top of a rise in the track. This results in a totally blind exit. This is a fast turn, that can be taken at almost full throttle, you are still accelerating from the exit of turn #1. So, the first time, you hug the apex till you see it, then slowly each lap, you realize that you can just really drive completely across the track with minimal turn in because the road will be there when you get there. I am teaching my 16 year old son to drive and I tell him, “if you can’t see, you can’t go” – a rise, a curve, fog, etc. But, in this case, you can go and go fast. I got to the point where I just kind of released the car and it would just smoothly track out. This turn is followed by a short straight and I shift into 4th gear on my way to turn #3. Stay to the left on the short straight.

Turn #3. This is little more than a right hand kink. If I was fast, or brave, I think I would be flat out here. However, the exit is downhill and it tricks your eyes a little, so I was touching the apex and then shifting my eyes well down the track to the left side of the uphill section just ahead, rather than focusing on the actual track out point. This worked well for me and I was able to increase my speed here throughout the day. My instructor, Joe, said he had an off in his Corvette here at the track out point for no known reason. My opinion would be that he needed to focus well down the track to the up-hill section as a better track out focal point. Then, it’s stay left, go down hill a little, then up hill a little on the straight to turn #4, which you can’t see until you come up the rise and over the top. My car was never upset over the tops of the small hills – not a factor

Turn #4: After watching lots of in-car videos and looking at the track map, I thought this was a 90 degree right hander and that I had to whoa it down a lot, but then I found that I could carry lots of speed through this turn and then leave most of my braking on the short straight after. Then, during a break, I looked at my aerial photos and saw that this was actually just a kink also. You could not carry all of your straightaway speed through here, but you can keep 70-80% of it. So, that’s 4 right handers, from slow, then faster then fastest, then a little less on the last one. On all of these turns, use the entire road and touch the outside, inside then outside. Smooth.

Turn #5: I would double-clutch heel and toe down into this nice left-hander, a little tighter than 90 degrees, but smooth. After braking after #4, you are on the left side so you need to slow down and get all the way over to driver’s right here to your turn-in point. I used all of the track, touch the apex and got on the gas earlier and earlier, drifting right out to the marker. Then straight down to #6. In my car, I stay in 3rd all the way around to the middle of the front straight 

Turn #6: About a 90 degree right, smooth and you can carry a lot more speed than you think, but it’s easy to put a wheel off the outside at track out here. No problem, though – there is lots of room out there. Stay on the left to #7.

Turns #7 and #8: This is a very strange place. Unlike anything I have seen. They call it the “head of the octopus”! You start out normally, turning right from the turn in point on drivers left. But then, some cars hug the inside, some touch an invisible apex and drift out, some cars stay high on the outside. There is no banking, it is flat. All the way around the clock from 1 o’clock, to 8 o’clock, just waiting and then you see this cone on the outside, drivers left and aim for it, braking at the last moment before you run straight off, then pull it hard to the right towards the turn in point for the following very slow, very long, left. The whole idea is to get in the best position for this next cone, since it is the start of the long from straight. There was no passing allowed here and if there was, people and cars would be all over the place. It is very wide and it would be sheer chaos with all of the possibilities available. I don’t know which is the faster line – shorter distance & slower speed, or wider arc, longer distance and higher speed. What line did the Daytona Prototypes professional drivers take? It is not really important to a good time since it is the slowest part of the track. Very unusual with no clear consensus. 

Turn #9: So, from turn in at driver’s right you slowly wind it around to the left, DO NOT APEX TOO EARLY, WAIT, WAIT, WAIT, WAIT, then bring it left to the apex cone and you will have a great entry on to the long front straight. Don’t unwind all the way to the right on exit since it will put you in poor position for the first right hand ess curve. Instead, stay in the middle, full throttle, on the cam hard from here, touch the apex in the first ess on the right, and then the second ess on the left, shift into 4th, stay on the cam and then a slight right hand kink on to the main straight. There is some cement curbing on the inside, you can put 2 wheels on it to straighten it out and then use all the track out to the left and take a deep breath, check your gauges, wave by if necessary and bring it up to about 120+ down the front straight towards turn #1. Then repeat again and again. Smoother, earlier throttle, later braking, smoother.
